
Donnelly Family Legal Material – Box Content Listing B4877-B4879 

Boxes B4877 and B4878 are restricted to microfilm M308-M311. 

Box File Title 
B4877 1 Legal Papers: Patrick Farrell vs James Donnelly, felony, 1856 
B4877 2 Legal Papers: James Donnelly, land dispute with Maher/Grace, 1856 
B4877 3 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Donnelly, murder of Patrick Farrell, 1857-58 
B4877 4 Legal Papers: Obstruction of works, Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway, 1857 
B4877 5 Legal Papers: Information re bodies of Catherine Garburth and Sarah Harcourt of 

McGillivray, 1861 
B4877 6 Legal Papers: William Ryan vs John Carroll, assault, 1863 
B4877 7 Legal Papers: Robert Donnelly vs Calder et al, sale of goods, 1874-75 
B4877 8 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Donnelly jr., complaint of Thomas Gibbs, theft, 1875 
B4877 9 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Donnelly et al, assault and wounding Joseph Berryhill, 

1875 
B4877 10 Legal Papers: Lindsay vs Donnelly, stagecoach dispute, 1875 
B4877 11 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly et al, assault and robbery against James 

Curry, 1875 
B4877 12 Legal Papers: Queen vs William Donnelly, John Donnelly, assault against Peter 

McKellar, 1876 
B4877 13 Legal Papers: Queen vs William Donnelly, perjury, 1876 
B4877 14 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly et al, arson to Patrick Flanagan's stables, 

1876 
B4877 15 Legal Papers: Queen vs John Donnelly, Robert Donnelly, assault and wounding Roady 

Kennedy, 1876 
B4877 16 Legal Papers: Queen vs John Donnelly, James Donnelly jr., William Donnelly, assault 

and wounding Constables Bawden, Reid and Coursey, 1876 
B4877 17 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly, theft from William Easdale, 1876 
B4877 18 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly, James Donnelly, assault and robbery 

against James Curry, 1876 
B4877 19 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly, larceny, 1876 
B4877 20 Legal Papers: Queen vs William Denby, assault on constable, 1876 
B4877 21 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Donnelly jr., assault on Constable John Coursey, 1877 
B4877 22 Legal Papers: Donnelly vs H. Dewart, sale of goods, 1877 
B4877 23 Legal Papers: Indenture, William Donnelly, James Donnelly, Chattel Mortgage, 1877 
B4877 24 Legal Papers: Queen vs Thomas Donnelly, theft against Edward Ryan, 1878-79 
B4877 25 Legal Papers: John Donnelly vs James Carroll, threats to shoot, 1878 
B4877 26 Legal Papers: James Carroll vs Donnellys, assault, 1878 
B4877 27 Legal Papers: Queen vs William Hodgins, assault on Sam. Everett, 1879 
B4877 28 Legal Papers: Thompson cow case, 1879 
B4877 29 Legal Papers: Information and complaint, John Donnelly, trespassers on his land, 

1879 
B4877 30 Legal Papers: Papers in case of John Donnelly in aiding Thomas Donnelly to escape, 

1879 



B4877 31 Legal Papers: Thomas Donnelly, robbery, 1879 
B4877 32 Legal Papers: Complaint by John Donnelly against Michael Blake, trespassing, 1879 
B4877 33 Legal Papers: Queen vs John Donnelly, perjury charge by Michael Blake, 1879 
B4877 34 Legal Papers: Patrick Ryder vs James Donnelly, Julia Donnelly, arson to Ryder's barn, 

1880 
B4877 35 Legal Papers: Post mortem reports on the bodies of the late James, Julia, Thomas and 

Bridget Donnelly, February, 1880 
B4877 36 Legal Papers: Statements, James Keefe, requesting inquests for John Donnelly and 

James, Juliet, Bridget and Thomas Donnelly, undated 
B4877 37 Legal Papers: Information of witnesses (+ transcripts) on death of John Donnelly, 

February-March, 1880 
B4877 38 Legal Papers: Information, William Donnelly, February, 1880 
B4877 39 Legal Papers: 2 lists of names, ?suspects, undated 
B4877 40 Legal Papers: Lists of witnesses, undated 
B4877 41 Legal Papers: Information of witnesses, John Patrick and Joseph Whalen, February, 

1880 
B4877 42 Legal Papers: Inquest, statements of witnesses, Thomas Cutey, William Blackwell, 

Martin Hogan (+transcripts), February, 1880 
B4877 43 Legal Papers: Statement, W.P. Marsden, rifle expert; re examination of bullet and 

rifle, undated 
B4877 44 Legal Papers: Inquest, statement, John O'Connor, February, 1880, (+ later 

statement?) 
B4877 45 Legal Papers: Witnesses' depositions, Charles Pope, Mary Thompson, William 

Thompson, James Feeheley, Thomas Keefe, Robert Donnelly, sworn, February, 1880 
B4877 46 Legal Papers: Inquest, testimony, William Donnelly, February-March, 1880 
B4877 47 Legal Papers: Coroner's certificate (copy) for deaths of James, Julia, Bridget and 

Thomas Donnelly, March, 1880 
B4877 48 Legal Papers: Coroner's certificate (orig) for death of John Donnelly, March, 1880 
B4877 49 Legal Papers: Hearings, witnesses' depositions, March, 1880 
B4877 50 Legal Papers: Hearings, witnesses' depositions, March, 1880 
B4877 51 Legal Papers: Jury lists, undated 
B4877 52 Legal Papers: Murder charges against James Carroll et al, March, 1880 
B4877 53 Legal Papers: Recognizance, James Crawford, March, 1880 
B4877 54 Legal Papers: Information of witnesses, burning of Michael O'Connor's house, April, 

1880 
B4877 55 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Carroll et al, April, 1880 
B4877 56 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Carroll et al, May-June, 1880 
B4877 57 Legal Papers: Queen vs James Carroll et al, November, 1880 
B4877 58 Legal Papers: Certificates of conviction, John Purtell, wounding of Henry Debus, 

assault of John Debus, October, 1880 
B4877 59 Legal Papers: Information picked up regarding the Donnelly murder, February-April, 

1881 
B4877 60 Legal Papers: List of prisoners, July, 1881 
B4877 61 Legal Papers: Statements, Patrick Donnelly, Thomas Shoebottom, John McConnell, 

July, 1881 



B4877 62 Legal Papers: Feeheley extraditions, correspondence, etc., June-July, 1881 
B4877 63 Legal Papers: Feeheley papers, April-September, 1881 
B4877 64 Legal Papers: Feeheley papers, undated 
B4877 65 Legal Papers: Queen vs William Donnelly et al, attempted arson to Stanley & Dight 

grist mill, October, 1881 
B4877 66 Legal Papers: Ryder vs Patrick Donnelly, consent to nomination of fence viewers, 

August, 1882 (Fence viewers decision, Sept. 1882 - transcribed copy - not 
microfilmed) 

B4877 67 Legal Papers: Queen vs James T. Keefe, assault and wounding, September, 1882 
B4877 68 Legal Papers: Statement, William Kent, bail for John Kent and James T. Keefe, 

September, 1882 
B4877 69 Legal Papers: Receipts, Chas. Hutchinson, re murder weapon, 1882, 1883 
B4877 70 Legal Papers: Statement, Henry Phair, undated 
B4877 71 Misc. Legal Papers: Constables oaths, Biddulph, 1846 
B4877 72 Misc. Legal Papers: Applications for licenses, George Hodgins, 1847, Patrick Flanagan, 

1848 
B4877 73 Misc. Legal Papers: Coroner's return of inquests, District of Huron, 1847, 1848 
B4877 74 Misc. Legal Papers: Return of convictions, Huron and Bruce counties, 1848-49, 1853 
B4877 75 Misc. Legal Papers: Schedule of convictions, Huron and Bruce counties, 1853 
B4877 76 Misc. Legal Papers: 1848-1854 (file contains list of cases) 
B4877 77 Misc. Legal Papers: 1855-1857 (file contains list of cases) 
B4877 78 Misc. Legal Papers: 1858-1860 (file contains list of cases) 
B4877 79 Accounts and Receipts: 1834-1858 
B4877 80 Accounts and Receipts: 1876 
B4877 81 Accounts and Receipts: 1880-1882 
B4877 82 Related Items: Registry of births by Rev. James Crawford, 1858 
B4877 83 Related Items: Baptismal returns, United Presbyterian Congregation of McKillop and 

Tuckersmith, 1851 
B4877 84 Related Items: Petition of the inhabitants of Biddulph, requesting appointment of 

James Carroll as constable, undated, ?1879 
B4877 85 Related Items: William Casey, certificate of Oath of Qualification as J.P., 1879 
B4877 86 Related Items: Petition, Biddulph ratepayers (and others) for release of prisoners 

(copy), October, 1880 
B4878 1 Correspondence: May-June 1877 
B4878 2 Correspondence: Jan.-July 1880 
B4878 3 Correspondence: Aug.-Dec. 1880 
B4878 4 Correspondence: Jan.-Oct. 1881, Nov. 1883 
B4878 5 Correspondence: Undated 
B4878 6 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1875-78: June-Dec. 1875 
B4878 7 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1875-78: Jan. - Dec. 1876 
B4878 8 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1875-78: Jan. - Dec. 1877 
B4878 9 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1875-78: March-April 1878 
B4878 10 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1878-80: July-Nov. 1878 
B4878 11 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1878-80: Feb.-Dec. 1879 



B4878 12 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1878-80: Feb.-March 1880 
B4878 13 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1880-81: March-May 1880 
B4878 14 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1880-81: June-Dec. 1880 
B4878 15 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1880-81: Jan.-May 1881 
B4878 16 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1881-82: June-Dec. 1881 
B4878 17 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1881-82: Jan.-Aug. 1882 
B4878 18 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1882-84: Oct. 1882 - Feb. 1884 
B4878 19 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1884-85: April-Dec. 1884 
B4878 20 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1884-85: Jan.-June 1885 
B4878 21 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1885-86: Sept.-Dec. 1885 
B4878 22 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1885-86: Jan.-July 1886 
B4878 23 Letter Books: Chas. Hutchinson, 1888-90: Jan. 1890 
B4878 24 Diaries: Extracts from Porte Diaries, 1864-1898 
B4878 25 Articles: Contemporary newspaper reports, 1880, orig. +copies (Newspaper 

articles/clippings from "Scrapbook no. 2 1882-87" in possession of Donald L. Cosens, 
St. Thomas - not filmed) 

B4878 26 Articles: Non-contemporary newspaper reports, orig. +copies (Detroit Star article 
with Effie Donnelly - date unknown - not filmed) 

B4878 27 Articles: Magazine articles, 1931- 
B4878 28 Articles: Donnelly tombstone articles 
B4878 29 Pamphlets: The Great Biddulph Tragedy…by their neighbours in disguise, London, 

1880, orig. 
B4878 30 Pamphlets: The Donnelly Tragedy 1880-1890, re-issue of The Great Biddulph Tragedy, 

London 1980 
B4878 31 Pamphlets: History of the Biddulph Tragedy...copy 
B4879 1 Research: Armitage-Stanley, Spencer, notes on conversation with Early Heywood 
B4879 2 Research: Armitage-Stanley, correspondence, 1948-1970 
B4879 2.1 Research: Brock, Daniel, research notes (notes transcribed Nov. /94 - not filmed) 
B4879 3 Research: Butt, William, The Donnellys: History, Legend, Literature. 1977. Title page of 

thesis, incl. abstract, bibliography 
B4879 4 Research: Dempsey, Jim. "The Donnelly's of Biddulph Township", paper 
B4879 5 Research: Fazakas, Ray, "Lucan Hotels in the 1800's (written with a Donnelly 

flavouring)" paper 
B4879 6 Research: Fazakas, Ray, general file 
B4879 7 Research: Fazakas, Ray, correspondence, 1968-1973 
B4879 8 Research: Guillett, Edwin. "The End of the Donnellys, or Mass Murder in Biddulph 

Township" in Famous Canadian Trials. 1944 
B4879 9 Research: Kelley, Thomas P., correspondence and misc. 
B4879 10 Research: McCracken, Marjorie, interview with Mr. McCracken, 14 Mar., 1971 
B4879 11 Research: McCracken, Alice, "The Donnelly Murders", paper read before the London 

and Middlesex Historical Society, 19 Nov., 1946 
B4879 12 Research: McCracken, Alice, correspondence 
B4879 13 Research: Miller, Orlo, research notes 
B4879 14 Research: Miller, Orlo, research notes 



B4879 15 Research: Miller, Orlo, research notes 
B4879 16 Research: Miller, Orlo, correspondence, 1953-1962 
B4879 17 Research: Miller, Orlo, correspondence, 1963-1972 
B4879 18 Research: Miller, Orlo, correspondence, undated 
B4879 19 Research: Miller, Orlo, misc. 
B4879 20 Research: Reaney, James, general file 
B4879 21 Research: Reaney, James, correspondence 
B4879 22 Research: Student essays 
B4879 23 Research: Misc. correspondence (correspondence to Austin Hodgins from Nora M. 

Lord, 1965 - transcribed - not filmed) 
B4879 24 Research: Donnelly bibliography 
B4879 25 Arts & Entertainment: Books, book reviews 
B4879 26 Arts & Entertainment: Films 
B4879 27 Arts & Entertainment: Plays, Donnelly scripts 
B4879 28 Arts & Entertainment: Plays, production, Tarragon Theatre, Toronto 
B4879 29 Arts & Entertainment: Plays, production, Theatre London 
B4879 30 Arts & Entertainment: Plays, production, Theatre Passe Muraille 
B4879 31 Arts & Entertainment: Plays, production, other locations 
B4879 32 Arts & Entertainment: Radio 
B4879 33 Arts & Entertainment: Songs, music, poetry, etc. 
B4879 34 Arts & Entertainment: Randtex Inc.  
B4879 35 Arts & Entertainment: Presentation notices 
B4879 36 Related Items: Donnelly Exhibition, a proposal 
B4879 37 Related Items: Correspondence, Regional Collection 
B4879 38 Related Items: Donnelly Auction 
B4879 39 Related Items: Genealogy, "Raising Cain", by Frank W. Clear 
B4879 40 Related Items: Operation Literacy Series 
B4879 41 Related Items: History of the Donnelly Clan 
B4879 42 Related Items: Donnelly collection of artifacts 
B4879 43 Related Items: Misc. file 
B4879 44 Related Items: Additional items (not filmed) added Jan. 1990 
B4879 45 Related Items: Donnelly Family descendants (will and financial summary of Annie 

Donnelly estate, 1919) 
 


